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Cervical Plexus

• Ventral rami of C1-C4 (C5)

• Drawing the plexus (“9x2’s”)

–  2 up

–  2 across

–  2 X

–  2 down

- 2 down

- 2 loop

- 2 ends (out)

- 2 ends (in)

- 2 on top

Don’t forget the phrenic n. (C3, C4 and C5 keep the

diaphragm alive)
Pgs 5 & 6





Vessels of the Head and Neck

• Artery - Carotids

– Neck and Face: External carotid artery (ECA)

– Brain: Internal carotid artery (ICA)

• Veins - Jugulars

–  Internal jugular vein (IJV)

Pgs 7 & 8



R: Brachiocephalic trunk

L: Left subclavian a.

Pgs 7 & 8
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Neck muscles
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Trace a sensory neuron from the

dorsal root to the C3 dermatome
C1, C2, C3, C4, C5

Spinal nerve

Dorsal root/ramus

Ventral root/ramus

Ansa cervicalis (sup/inf)

Carotid sheath

Deep investing fascia

Pretracheal fascia

Prevertebral fascia

Superficial fascia

Anterior scalene muscle

Middle scalene muscle

Posterior scalene muscle

Platysma m.

Sternocleidomastoid m.

C2

C3



• Dorsal root

• C3 spinal n.

• C3 ventral ramus

• Enters the gr auricular n. &

trans cervical n. and

supraclaviclar n.

• Exits between Ant and Mid

Scalene m.

• Pierces prevertebral fascia

• Post SCM m.

• Pierces deep investing fascia

• Pierces platysma m. in

superficial fascia

• Distributes to various regions of

C3 dermatome
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Trace a C3 motor neuron to the

sternothyroid muscle

C1, C2, C3, C4, C5

Spinal nerve

Dorsal root/ramus

Ventral root/ramus

Ansa cervicalis (sup/inf)

Carotid sheath

Deep investing fascia

Pretracheal fascia

Prevertebral fascia

Superficial fascia

Anterior scalene muscle

Middle scalene muscle

Posterior scalene muscle

Platysma m.

Sternocleidomastoid m.



• Ventral root

• C3 spinal n.

• C3 ventral ramus

• Exits between Ant and Mid

Scalene m.

• Pierces prevertebral fascia

• Enter carotid sheath plane

• Ans cervicalis (inf limb)

• Pierces Pretracheal fascia of

sternothryoid m.

• Innervates sternothyroid m.
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THANK-YOU


